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tion is shown by the choice of former Chancellor von
Papen, who had played a leading role in preparing for
the absorption of Austria and whose skill as a diplomat, in
German eyes at least, was exceptional, as special ambassador
to Turkey. The extent of pressure exerted by Great Britain
and France in Angora is also unknown; but events have
proved that neither the supplications of the Soviet statesmen
nor the efforts of Herr von Papen on Germany's behalf
were sufficiently attractive to move the Turks from the
principle of mutual assistance agreed upon between Great
Britain, France and Turkey in the spring of 1939.
A few days after the return of the Turkish Foreign Min-
ister from Moscow, on October 19, 1939, a treaty of mutual
assistance of fifteen years' duration, between Turkey, Great
Britain and France, was signed at Angora 4 which brought
Turkey definitely, although with important reservations,
into the Allied camp. The Allies agreed to assist Turkey in
case of aggression by a European power, while Turkey
agreed to assist Great Britain and France (a) in case of an
act of aggression by a European power leading to war in
the Mediterranean and (b) in case those two countries
should become engaged in hostilities on account of the guar-
antees given to Greece and Rumania in April, 1939.
Turkey's commitments are substantially qualified by Proto-
col No. 2, signed simultaneously with the treaty, which re-
leases her from taking action "having as its effect or involv-
ing as its consequence entry into armed conflict with the
U.S.S.R." Arts. 4 and 5 provide for consultation in case
of aggression not specifically involving active participation
and secure for Great Britain and France "at least" Turkey's
benevolent neutrality in case of aggression against either of
4 For the text, see Appendix No. 4, p. 168.